
 

  

Sain ts  Cons tan t ine  and Helen   
Greek Or thodox Church  

of Washington, DC 
Fifth Sunday of Luke 
November 5, 2017 

THANK YOU!! 
 

While others have toiled, we have but 

entered into the fruits of their labor. True 

beauty is captivating; it pours forth love. 

It teaches us to love goodness, offering 

and sacrifice of commitment. The divine 

beauty is revealed within the beauty of 

created things. 
 

That which Stamatia ñStacyò Mercado 

assisted by Anna ñJoAnnò Nasios and 

Panagiota ñPennyò Lappas was a mo-

ment of beauty that enveloped each person in attendance and branded 

their soul forever. 
 

Beauty begets beauty. We are forever grateful to the three of you for 

creating and everlasting memory. 

 

Church Service Schedule:  11/06/17ð11/12/17 
 

11/08/17ðSynaxis of the Archangel Michael & the other Bodiless PowersðDivine Liturgy: 8:00am 

11/08/17ðParaklesis to the Holy Theotokos:  6:00pm 

11/09/17ðNektarius the Wonderworker, Metropolitan of PentapolisðDivine Liturgy: 8:00am 

11/10/17ðOffice ClosedðVeterans Day Observed 

11/12/17ðEighth Sunday of LukeðOrthros: 8:00am & Divine Liturgy: 9:15am  
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Orthodox Faith 
 

Å Orthodoxy in a Nutshell 
The Eastern Orthodox Christian Church is the original church established by Jesus Christ.  It is 
biblical and sacramental.  It is evangelical, but not Protestant. It is orthodox, but not Jewish. It 
is catholic, but not Roman.  It isn't denominational, but it is pre-denominational.   
 

The Orthodox Church and its members have believed, taught, preserved, defended and died 
for the Faith since the Day of Pentecost almost 2,000 years ago. 
 

Å What We Believe 
The Eastern Orthodox Church is one of the oldest religious institutions in the world, teaching 
that it is the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church established in His Great Commission 
to the Apostles, and practicing the original faith passed down from the Apostles.  
 

We are Christians who believe in the divinity and sinlessness of Christ, His death, burial and 
resurrection and the undivided Holy Trinity...summarized in the Nicene Creed: 
 

I believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 
and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Fa-
ther before all ages; 
 

Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not created, of one essence with the Father 
through Whom all things were made. 
 

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became man. 
 

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; 
 

And He rose on the third day,according to the Scriptures. 
 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father;   
 

And He will come again with glory to judge the living and dead. His kingdom shall have no 
end. 
And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Creator of life, Who proceeds from the Father, Who to-
gether with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who spoke through the proph-
ets. 
 

In one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. 
 

I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the age to come.  Amen. 
 
 

**The above excerpt was taken from the web page of The Metropolis of Atlanta 
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YMNOI THɆ ȼɀȺɅȷɆ 
 
 

ὫˊɞɚɡŰῒəɘɞɜ ὫɜŬůŰῌůɘɛɞɜ.  ᾏɢɞɠ ˊɚ. Ŭᶣ. 
ɇ ɜ ůɡɜ ɜŬɟɢɞɜ ȿ ɔɞɜ ɄŬŰɟ  əŬ  ɄɜŮ ɛŬŰɘ, 
Ű ɜ ə ɄŬɟɗ ɜɞɡ ŰŮɢɗ ɜŰŬ Ů ɠ ůɤŰɖɟ Ŭɜ ɛ ɜ, 
ɜɡɛɜ ůɤɛŮɜ ˊɘůŰɞ  əŬ  ˊɟɞůəɡɜ ůɤɛŮɜ, Űɘ 
ɖ ŭ əɖůŮ ůŬɟə , ɜŮɚɗŮ ɜ ɜ Ű  ɆŰŬɡɟ , əŬ  
ɗ ɜŬŰɞɜ ˊɞɛŮ ɜŬɘ, əŬ  ɔŮ ɟŬɘ Űɞ ɠ 
ŰŮɗɜŮ ŰŬɠ, ɜ Ű  ɜŭ ɝ  ɜŬůŰ ůŮɘ Ŭ Űɞ . 
 

 
 
 
 

Á ɞɚɡŰɑəɘɞɜ ȷɔ. ȾɤɜůŰŬɜŰɑɜɞɡ & Ⱥɚɏɜɖɠ 
ɇɞ  ɆŰŬɡɟɞ  ůɞɡ Ű ɜ Ű ˊɞɜ ɜ ɞ ɟŬɜ  
ɗŮŬů ɛŮɜɞɠ, əŬ  ɠ  ɄŬ ɚɞɠ Ű ɜ əɚ ůɘɜ ɞ ə 
ɝ ɜɗɟ ˊɤɜ ŭŮɝ ɛŮɜɞɠ,  ɜ ɓŬůɘɚŮ ůɘɜ, 
ˊ ůŰɞɚ ɠ ůɞɡ Ⱦ ɟɘŮ, ȸŬůɘɚŮ ɞɡůŬɜ ˊ ɚɘɜ Ű  
ɢŮɘɟ  ůɞɡ ˊŬɟ ɗŮŰɞ ɜ ˊŮɟ ůɤɕŮ ŭɘ  ˊŬɜŰ ɠ ɜ 
Ů ɟ ɜ , ˊɟŮůɓŮ Ŭɘɠ Ű ɠ ŪŮɞŰ əɞɡ, ɛ ɜŮ 
ūɘɚ ɜɗɟɤˊŮ.  

 
 

 
ȾɞɜŰῌəɘɞɜ.  ᾏɢɞɠ ɓ. 

ɄɟɞůŰŬů Ŭ Ű ɜ ɉɟɘůŰɘŬɜ ɜ əŬŰŬ ůɢɡɜŰŮ, 
ɛŮůɘŰŮ Ŭ, ˊɟ ɠ Ű ɜ ɄɞɘɖŰ ɜ ɛŮŰ ɗŮŰŮ, ɛ  
ˊŬɟ ŭ ɠ, ɛŬɟŰɤɚ ɜ ŭŮ ůŮɤɜ űɤɜ ɠ, ɚɚ  
ˊɟ űɗŬůɞɜ, ɠ ɔŬɗ , Ů ɠ Ű ɜ ɓɞ ɗŮɘŬɜ ɛ ɜ, 
Ű ɜ ˊɘůŰ ɠ əɟŬɡɔŬɕ ɜŰɤɜ ůɞɘȚ ɇ ɢɡɜɞɜ Ů ɠ 
ˊɟŮůɓŮ Ŭɜ, əŬ  ůˊŮ ůɞɜ Ů ɠ əŮů Ŭɜ,  
ˊɟɞůŰŬŰŮ ɞɡůŬ Ů , ŪŮɞŰ əŮ, Ű ɜ Űɘɛ ɜŰɤɜ 
ůŮ. 

HYMNS OF THE DAY 
 
 

Resurrectional Apolytikion. Mode pl 1.. 
Let us worship the Word who is unoriginate 
with the Father and the Spirit, and from a 
Virgin was born for our salvation, O 
believers, and let us sing His praise.  For in 
His goodness He was pleased  to ascend the 
Cross in the flesh, and to undergo death,  and 
to raise up those who had died, by His 
glorious Resurrection. 

 
 
 

Apolytikion of Sts. Constantine & Helen 
Having seen the image of Thy Cross in 
Heaven, and like Paul, having received the 
call not from men, Thine apostle among kings 
entrusted the commonwealth to Thy hand, O 
Lord. Keep us always in peace, by the 
intercessions of the Theotokos, O only Friend 
of man.  

 
 
 

Kontakion.  Mode 2. 
O Protection of Christians unshamable, 
mediation with the Creator immovable, we 
sinners beg you, do not despise the voices of 
our prayers, but anticipate, since you are 
good, and swiftly come unto our aid as we cry 
out to you with faith: Hurry to intercession, 
and hasten to supplication, O Theotokos who 
defend now and ever those who honor you. 
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Epistle Reader:  Emma Maroules 
 

Ƀ ȷɄɃɆɇɃȿɃɆðɄɟΐɠ ũŬɚɎŰŬɠ 6:11-18 

ŭŮɚűɞɑ, ŭŮŰŮ ˊɖɚɑəɞɘɠ ɛ ɜ ɔɟɎɛɛŬůɘɜ ɔɟŬɣŬ Ű  ɛ  ɢŮɘɟɑ. ůɞɘ ɗɏɚɞɡůɘɜ Ů ˊɟɞůɤˊ ůŬɘ ɜ ůŬɟəɑ, ɞ Űɞɘ 

ɜŬɔəɎɕɞɡůɘɜ ɛ ɠ ˊŮɟɘŰɏɛɜŮůɗŬɘ, ɛɧɜɞɜ ɜŬ ɛ  Ű  ůŰŬɡɟ  Űɞ  ɉɟɘůŰɞ  ŭɘɩəɤɜŰŬɘ. Ƀ ŭ  ɔ ɟ ɞ  

ˊŮɟɘŰŮŰɛɖɛɏɜɞɘ Ŭ Űɞ  ɜɧɛɞɜ űɡɚɎůůɞɡůɘɜ, ɚɚ  ɗɏɚɞɡůɘɜ ɛ ɠ ˊŮɟɘŰɏɛɜŮůɗŬɘ, ɜŬ ɜ Ű  ɛŮŰɏɟ  ůŬɟə  

əŬɡɢɐůɤɜŰŬɘ. ɛɞ  ŭ  ɛ  ɔɏɜɞɘŰɞ əŬɡɢ ůɗŬɘ Ů  ɛ  ɜ Ű  ůŰŬɡɟ  Űɞ  əɡɟɑɞɡ ɛ ɜ ɖůɞ  ɉɟɘůŰɞĿ ŭɘᾷ ɞ  ɛɞ  

əɧůɛɞɠ ůŰŬɨɟɤŰŬɘ, ə ɔ  Ű  əɧůɛ . ɜ ɔ ɟ ɉɟɘůŰ  ɖůɞ  ɞ ŰŮ ˊŮɟɘŰɞɛɐ Űɘ ůɢɨŮɘ, ɞ ŰŮ əɟɞɓɡůŰɑŬ, ɚɚ  

əŬɘɜ  əŰɑůɘɠ. ȾŬ  ůɞɘ Ű  əŬɜɧɜɘ ŰɞɨŰ  ůŰɞɘɢɐůɞɡůɘɜ, Ů ɟɐɜɖ ˊᾷ Ŭ Űɞɨɠ, əŬ  ɚŮɞɠ, əŬ  ˊ  Ű ɜ ůɟŬ ɚ Űɞ  

ɗŮɞ . ɇɞ  ɚɞɘˊɞ , əɧˊɞɡɠ ɛɞɘ ɛɖŭŮ ɠ ˊŬɟŮɢɏŰɤĿ ɔ  ɔ ɟ Ű  ůŰɑɔɛŬŰŬ Űɞ  əɡɟɑɞɡ ɖůɞ  ɜ Ű  ůɩɛŬŰɑ ɛɞɡ 

ɓŬůŰɎɕɤ.  ɢɎɟɘɠ Űɞ  əɡɟɑɞɡ ɛ ɜ ɖůɞ  ɉɟɘůŰɞ  ɛŮŰ  Űɞ  ˊɜŮɨɛŬŰɞɠ ɛ ɜ, ŭŮɚűɞɑ. ɛɐɜ. 
 

******************************************************************** 
 

ɇȼȺ EPISTLEðSt. Paul's Letter to the Galatians 6:11-18 

Brethren, see with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. It is those who want to 

make a good showing in the flesh that would compel you to be circumcised, and only in order that they 

may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For even those who receive circumcision do not them-

selves keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may glory in your flesh. But far 

be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been cruci-

fied to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a 

new creation. Peace and mercy be upon all who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God. Henceforth let 

no man trouble me; for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 

with your spirit, brethren. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE: Fr. Michael is available for CONFESSION anytime.   Just ask. 301-502-2850.   

+PLEASE REMEMBER OUR CHURCH IN YOUR WILL+  
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ɇɃ ȺɈȷũũȺȿȽɃɁðȾŬŰΉ ȿɞɡə‖ɜ 16:19-31 
 

Ⱥ ˊŮɜ  ȾɨɟɘɞɠȚ ȷɜɗɟɤˊɞɠ ŭ  Űɘɠ ɜ ˊɚɞ ůɘɞɠ, əŬ  ɜŮŭɘŭ ůəŮŰɞ ˊɞɟű ɟŬɜ əŬ  ɓ ůůɞɜ Ů űɟŬɘɜ ɛŮɜɞɠ əŬɗ  

ɛ ɟŬɜ ɚŬɛˊɟ ɠ. ˊŰɤɢ ɠ ŭ  Űɘɠ ɜ ɜ ɛŬŰɘ ȿ ɕŬɟɞɠ, ɠ ɓ ɓɚɖŰɞ ˊɟ ɠ Ű ɜ ˊɡɚ ɜŬ Ŭ Űɞ  ɚəɤɛ ɜɞɠ əŬ  

ˊɘɗɡɛ ɜ ɢɞɟŰŬůɗ ɜŬɘ ˊ  Ű ɜ ɣɘɢ ɤɜ Ű ɜ ˊɘˊŰ ɜŰɤɜ ˊ  Ű ɠ ŰɟŬˊ ɕɖɠ Űɞ  ˊɚɞɡů ɞɡȚ ɚɚ  əŬ  ɞ  ə ɜŮɠ 

ɟɢ ɛŮɜɞɘ ˊ ɚŮɘɢɞɜ Ű  ɚəɖ Ŭ Űɞ . ɔ ɜŮŰɞ ŭ  ˊɞɗŬɜŮ ɜ Ű ɜ ˊŰɤɢ ɜ əŬ  ˊŮɜŮɢɗ ɜŬɘ Ŭ Ű ɜ ˊ  Ű ɜ ɔɔ ɚɤɜ 

Ů ɠ Ű ɜ ə ɚˊɞɜ ȷɓɟŬ ɛȚ ́ ɗŬɜŮ ŭ  əŬ   ˊɚɞ ůɘɞɠ əŬ  Ű űɖ. əŬ  ɜ Ű  ŭ  ˊ ɟŬɠ Űɞ ɠ űɗŬɚɛɞ ɠ Ŭ Űɞ , 

ˊ ɟɢɤɜ ɜ ɓŬů ɜɞɘɠ, ɟ  Ű ɜ ȷɓɟŬ ɛ ˊ  ɛŬəɟ ɗŮɜ əŬ  ȿ ɕŬɟɞɜ ɜ Űɞ ɠ ə ɚˊɞɘɠ Ŭ Űɞ . əŬ  Ŭ Ű ɠ űɤɜ ůŬɠ 

Ů ˊŮȚ ́ ŰŮɟ ȷɓɟŬ ɛ, ɚ ɖů ɜ ɛŮ əŬ  ˊ ɛɣɞɜ ȿ ɕŬɟɞɜ ɜŬ ɓ ɣ  Ű  əɟɞɜ Űɞ  ŭŬəŰ ɚɞɡ Ŭ Űɞ  ŭŬŰɞɠ əŬ  

əŬŰŬɣ ɝ  Ű ɜ ɔɚ ůů ɜ ɛɞɡ, Űɘ ŭɡɜ ɛŬɘ ɜ Ű  űɚɞɔ  ŰŬ Ű . Ů ˊŮ ŭ  ȷɓɟŬ ɛȚ Ű əɜɞɜ, ɛɜ ůɗɖŰɘ Űɘ ˊ ɚŬɓŮɠ 

ů  Ű  ɔŬɗ  ůɞɡ ɜ Ű  ɕɤ  ůɞɡ, əŬ  ȿ ɕŬɟɞɠ ɛɞ ɤɠ Ű  əŬəȚ ɜ ɜ ŭ  ŭŮ ˊŬɟŬəŬɚŮ ŰŬɘ, ů  ŭ  ŭɡɜ ůŬɘȚ əŬ  ˊ  

ˊ ůɘ Űɞ Űɞɘɠ ɛŮŰŬɝ  ɛ ɜ əŬ  ɛ ɜ ɢ ůɛŬ ɛ ɔŬ ůŰ ɟɘəŰŬɘ, ˊɤɠ ɞ  ɗ ɚɞɜŰŮɠ ŭɘŬɓ ɜŬɘ ɜɗŮɜ ˊɟ ɠ ɛ ɠ ɛ  

ŭ ɜɤɜŰŬɘ, ɛɖŭ  ɞ  əŮ ɗŮɜ ˊɟ ɠ ɛ ɠ ŭɘŬˊŮɟ ůɘɜ. Ů ˊŮ ŭȚ ɟɤŰ  ɞ ɜ ůŮ, ˊ ŰŮɟ, ɜŬ ˊ ɛɣ ɠ Ŭ Ű ɜ Ů ɠ Ű ɜ ɞ əɞɜ 

Űɞ  ˊŬŰɟ ɠ ɛɞɡȚ ɢɤ ɔ ɟ ˊ ɜŰŮ ŭŮɚűɞ ɠȚ ́ ɤɠ ŭɘŬɛŬɟŰ ɟɖŰŬɘ Ŭ Űɞ ɠ, ɜŬ ɛ  əŬ  Ŭ Űɞ  ɚɗɤůɘɜ Ů ɠ Ű ɜ Ű ˊɞɜ 

Űɞ Űɞɜ Ű ɠ ɓŬů ɜɞɡ. ɚ ɔŮɘ Ŭ Ű  ȷɓɟŬ ɛȚ ɢɞɡůɘ ɀɤɦů Ŭ əŬ  Űɞ ɠ ˊɟɞű ŰŬɠȚ əɞɡů ŰɤůŬɜ Ŭ Ű ɜ.  ŭ  Ů ˊŮɜȚ 

ɞ ɢ , ˊ ŰŮɟ ȷɓɟŬ ɛ, ɚɚ  ɜ Űɘɠ ˊ  ɜŮəɟ ɜ ˊɞɟŮɡɗ  ˊɟ ɠ Ŭ Űɞ ɠ, ɛŮŰŬɜɞ ůɞɡůɘɜ. Ů ˊŮ ŭ  Ŭ ŰȚ Ů  ɀɤɦů ɤɠ 

əŬ  Ű ɜ ˊɟɞűɖŰ ɜ ɞ ə əɞ ɞɡůɘɜ, ɞ ŭ  ɜ Űɘɠ ə ɜŮəɟ ɜ ɜŬůŰ  ˊŮɘůɗ ůɞɜŰŬɘ. 

 

**********************************************************  
 

THE GOSPELð Luke 16:19-31 
 

The Lord said, "There was a rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously 

every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazaros, full of sores, who desired to be fed with what fell from 

the rich man's table; moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. The poor man died and was carried by the an-

gels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried; and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his 

eyes, and saw Abraham far off and Lazaros in his bosom. And he called out, 'Father Abraham, have mercy upon 

me, and send Lazaros to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in anguish in this flame.' 

But Abraham said, 'Son, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazaros in like man-

ner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and you a 

great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may 

cross from there to us.' And he said, 'Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house, for I have five 

brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.' But Abraham said, 'They have 

Moses, and the prophets; let them hear them.' And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if some one goes to them 

from the dead, they will repent.' He said to them, 'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 

convinced if some one should rise from the dead.'" 
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MEMORIAL 
Evangeline Kyriazis Haris, beloved wife of George Haris.  Loving mother of Evelyn 
(Kevin), Steve (Kim), William (Cathy), and Christ (Nicole) Haris.  Adored grandmother 
of Alexandra, George, Braden, Katie, Billy, Carleigh, Jack, Theodore, Evangelos, 
Matthew and Sophia.   
 

Todayôs coffee hour is offered in memory of Evangeline Kyriazis Haris with love from her family. 
May her memory be eternal! 

 

FUTURE MEMORIALS 
Athanasios KaradimasðNovember 12, 2017 
Vasiliki KaridisðNovember 12, 2017 
Charles J. PapuchisðNovember 12, 2017 
John Kosta AlexiouðDecember 24, 2017 

 

PRAYER LIST 
 

If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact 
the church office.  Aliyah, Irene, Michael, Panagiota, Panayiotis, Vicky, Andrianna, 
Louis, Maria, Aspasia, Irene, Panagiota, Elias, Eleftheria, Ames, Demetra, Anastasia, 
Paraskevi, Constantinos , Stelios, Agapi, Charlotte and Maria. 
 

 

PRAYER FOR A SICK PERSON 
 

Heavenly Father, physician of our souls and bodies, who have sent Your only-begotten Son and our 
Lord Jesus Christ to heal every sickness and infirmity, visit and heal me Your servant from all 
physical and spiritual ailments through the grace of Your Christ.  Grant me patience in this sickness, 
strength of body and spirit, and recovery of health.  Lord, You have taught us through Your word to 
pray for each other that we may be healed.  I pray that You heal me as Your servant and grant me the 
gift of complete health.  For You are the source of healing and to You I give glory, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 
 
 

NOTICE: Fr.  Michael is available for CONFESSION anytime.   Just ask. 301-502-2850.   
+PLEASE REMEMBER OUR CHURCH IN YOUR WILL+  

40-DAYS BABY BLESSING 

For your convenience we are letting you know that you can make an appointment to 
church your baby on the 40th day after its birth, no matter what day that might be. There 
is no reason that you have to inconvenience the mom and the baby, waiting in the back of 
the Narthex until the priest is available on a Sunday ONLY. Make an appointment to 
come to church when it is convenient for you at a time that will not disrupt the baby's 

routine. ANY day you would like. 9am through 6pm by appointment. Bring the entire family or come 
just with your husband and the baby. Whatever you want. No waiting no inconvenience. More private 
time with the priest to talk about the future baptism if you wish. Call, 301-502-2850 24/7. 

ARTOKLASIA 
 

The Blessing of Five Loaves of Bread is a brief service of thanksgiving through which we 
express our gratitude for all the blessings of life. Oil, wine, wheat, and the loaves of bread 
which are used in the service, are viewed as the most basic elements necessary for life. 

The Blessing reminds us of the miracle of the multiplication of the bread and fish by which Christ fed 
the multitude.   
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PASTORAL GUIDELINES 
DONATION OF ORGANS 

Although nothing in the Orthodox tradition requires the faithful to donate their organs to others, nevertheless, 
this practice may be considered an act of love, and as such is encouraged. The decision to donate a duplicate 
organ, such as a kidney, while the donor is living, requires much consideration and should be made in 
consultation with medical professionals and oneôs Spiritual Father. The donation of an organ from a deceased 
person is also an act of love that offers the recipient a longer, fuller life.  Such donations are acceptable if the 
deceased donor had willed such action, or if surviving relatives permit it providing that it was in harmony with 
the desires of the deceased. Such actions can be approved as an expression of love and the self-determination of 
the donor. In all cases, respect for the body of the donor should be maintained. Organ transplants should never 
be commercialized nor coerced nor take place without proper consent, nor place in jeopardy the identity of the 
donor or recipient, through, for example, the use of animal organs. The death of the donor should never be 
hastened in order to harvest organs for transplantation to another person. 

CREMATION 
Because the Orthodox Faith affirms the fundamental goodness of creation, it understands the body to be an 
integral part of the human person and the temple of the Holy Spirit, and expects the resurrection of the dead. The 
Church considers cremation to be the deliberate desecration and destruction of what God has made and ordained 
for us. The Church instead insists that the body be buried so that the natural physical process of decomposition 
may take place.  The Church does not grant funerals, either in the sanctuary, or at the funeral home, or at any 
other place, to persons who have chosen to be cremated. Additionally, memorial services with kolyva (boiled 
wheat) are not allowed in such instances, inasmuch as the similarity between the ñkernel of wheatò and the 
ñbodyò has been intentionally destroyed.   

MEDICAL DEVELOPMENTS & THE CHURCH 
 

With high frequency, new developments in the area of the life sciences appear in our technologically advanced 
culture. The Church welcomes efforts and innovations that contribute to the healing of human diseases. Yet, 
many of these advances raise moral questions. Some of the Churchôs responses to these developments are based 
on older issues for which the Church has clear and unambiguous guidelines. Other responses are not so evident.  
Thus, many of these developments pose challenges to Orthodox Christian spiritual concerns and moral values. 
In numerous cases, the Church is still in the process of clarifying its response. 

BEFORE YOU RESERVE YOUR WEDDING DAY 
 

The Holy Church has a sacred obligation to uphold and abide by the spiritual guidelines which have been 
formulated over the ages. One of these guidelines dictates that Wednesdays and Fridays are to be observed as 
days of fasting, in some cases that includes Saturdays and Sundays. Therefore, weddings are prohibited on such 
days. In order to avoid confusion and conflict, before you reserve a reception hall you need to check with the 
church if that day is indeed a day when weddings are allowed. 

SEXUALITY 
 

The Orthodox Church recognizes marriage as the only moral and spiritually appropriate context for sexual 
relations. Thus, all other forms of sexual activity such as fornication, adultery, homosexuality, lesbianism, 
pornography, all forms of prostitution, and similar forms of behavior are sins and as such are inappropriate for 
the Orthodox Christian. Marriage is only conducted and recognized in the Orthodox Church as taking place 
between a man and a woman. Same sex marriages are a contradiction in terms. The Orthodox Church does not 
allow for same-sex marriages. 

ABORTION 
 

The Church from the very beginning of existence has sought to protect ñthe life in the wombò and has 
Considered abortion as a form of murder in its theology and canons. Orthodox Christians are admonished not to 
encourage women to have abortions, nor to assist in the committing of abortion. Those who perform abortions 
and those who seek them are committing an immoral deed, and are called to repentance. 
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Synaxis of the Archangel Michael & the other Bodiless Powers: Gabriel, Raphael,  
Uriel, Salaphiel, Jegudiel, & Barachiel 

 

All the Angels, according to the Apostle Paul, are ministering spirits, - sent forth to minister to 
them who shall be heirs of salvation - (Heb. 1:14). God set them as overseers of every nation and 
people, and guides to that which is profitable (Deut. 32:8); and while one Angel is appointed to 
oversee each nation as a whole, one is also appointed to protect each Christian individually. He 
commands them to guard them that hope on Him, that nothing should harm them, neither should 
any evil draw nigh to their dwelling (Ps. 90:10-12). In the Heavens they always behold the face of 

God, sending up to Him the thrice-holy hymn and interceding with Him in our behalf, seeing they rejoice over 
one sinner that repents (Esaias 6:2-3; Matt. 18:10; Luke 15:7). In a word, they have served God in so many ways 
for our benefit, that the pages of Holy Scripture are filled with the histories thereof. It is for these reasons that 
the Orthodox Catholic Church, wisely honouring these divine ministers, our protectors and guardians, celebrates 
today the present Synaxis that is, our coming together in assembly for their common feast to chant their praises, 
especially for the Archangels Michael and Gabriel, who are mentioned in the Scriptures by name. The name 
Michael means "Who is like God?" and Gabriel means "God is mighty." The number of Angels is not defined in 
the divine Scriptures, where Daniel says that thousands of thousands ministered before Him, and ten thousands 
of ten thousands attended upon Him -(Dan. 7:10). But all of them are divided into nine orders which are called 
Thrones, Cherubim, Seraphim, Dominions, Powers, Authorities, Principalities, Archangels, and Angels.  
 
ȱ ɆɨɜŬɝɖ (ɄŬɜɐɔɡɟɖ) Űɤɜ ȷɟɢŬɔɔɏɚɤɜ ɀȽɉȷȼȿ əŬɘ ũȷȸɅȽȼȿ əŬɘ Űɤɜ ɚɞɘˊɩɜ ȷůɤɛɎŰɤɜ 

əŬɘ ɃɡɟŬɜɑɤɜ ŬɔɔŮɚɘəɩɜ ɇŬɔɛɎŰɤɜ 
 

ȾŬŰɎ Űɖɜ ȯɔɘŬ ũɟŬűɐ ɞɘ ɎɔɔŮɚɞɘ ůŰɏɚɜɞɜŰŬɘ Ŭˊɧ Űɞ ŪŮɧ ɛŮ ɛɞɟűɐ ɞɟŬŰɐ (ɞɘ ɎɔɔŮɚɞɘ ŮɑɜŬɘ ŬɧɟŬŰŬ ŬɔŬɗɎ 
ˊɜŮɨɛŬŰŬ əɞɜŰɎ ůŰɞ, ŪŮɧ) ůŮ ůˊɞɡŭŬɑŮɠ ȽůŰɞɟɘəɏɠ ˊŮɟɘůŰɎůŮɘɠ, ˊɞɨ ˊɟɧəŮɘŰŬɘ ɜŬ ŮəŭɖɚɤɗŮɑ ɐ ɜŬ ŮəŰŮɚŮůɗŮɑ 
əɎˊɞɘŬ ɛŮɔɎɚɖ ɗŮɑŬ ɗɏɚɖůɖ. ɇɖ ůɢɏůɖ, ŰɩɟŬ, ˊɞɨ ɏɢɞɡɜ ɞɘ ɎɔɔŮɚɞɘ ɛŮ Űɞ ŪŮɧ əŬɘ Űɞɡɠ Ŭɜɗɟɩˊɞɡɠ, əŬɗɩɠ əŬɘ 
Űɖɜ ŬˊɞůŰɞɚɐ Űɞɡɠ, ȸɚɏˊɞɡɛŮ Ůˊɑůɖɠ ɛɏůŬ ůŰɖɜ ȷɔɑŬ ũɟŬűɐ. ȾŬɘ ɘŭɘŬɑŰŮɟŬ, ŬɔŬˊɖŰɏ ŬɜŬɔɜɩůŰɖ, Ŭɜ ŭɘŬɓɎůŮɘɠ 
Űɞɡɠ ɊŬɚɛɞɨɠ 33, ůŰɑɢ. 8 əŬɘ 90, ůŰɑɢ. 10-12, ůŰɖ ŭŮ ȾŬɘɜɐ ȹɘŬɗɐəɖ, ɀŬŰɗ. ɘɖ' ůŰɑɢ. 10, əŬɗɩɠ Ůˊɑůɖɠ əŬɘ ůŰɖɜ 
ˊɟɞɠ ȺɓɟŬɑɞɡɠ ŮˊɘůŰɞɚɐ, əŮű. Ŭ' ůŰɑɢ. 14, ɧˊɞɡ ɧ ůɡɔɔɟŬűɏŬɠ ŬɜŬűɤɜŮɑ: "ɞɡɢɑ ˊɎɜŰŮɠ Ůɘůɑ ɚŮɘŰɞɡɟɔɘəɎ 
ˊɜŮɨɛŬŰŬ Ůɘɠ ŭɘŬəɞɜɑŬɜ ŬˊɞůŰŮɚɚɧɛŮɜŬ ŭɘŬ Űɞɡɠ ɛɏɚɚɞɜŰŬɠ əɚɖɟɞɜɞɛŮɑɜ ůɤŰɖɟɑŬɜ;". ȹɖɚŬŭɐ, ŭŮɜ ŮɑɜŬɘ ɧɚɞɘ ɞɘ 
ɎɔɔŮɚɞɘ ˊɜŮɨɛŬŰŬ ɡˊɖɟŮŰɘəɎ, ŰŬ ɧˊɞɘŬ ŮɜŮɟɔɞɨɜ ɧɢɘ Ŭˊɧ ŭɘəɐ Űɞɡɠ ˊɟɤŰɞɓɞɡɚɑŬ, Ŭɚɚ' ŬˊɞůŰɏɚɚɞɜŰŬɘ Ŭˊɧ Űɞ 
ŪŮɧ ɔɘŬ ɜŬ ɡˊɖɟŮŰɐůɞɡɜ ŮəŮɑɜɞɡɠ ˊɞɨ ɛɏɚɚɞɡɜ ɜŬ əɚɖɟɞɜɞɛɐůɞɡɜ Űɖɜ ŬɘɩɜɘŬ ɕɤɐ; ȺˊɘəŮűŬɚɐɠ ŭŮ Űɤɜ 
ŬɔɔŮɚɘəɩɜ ŭɡɜɎɛŮɤɜ ŮɑɜŬɘ ɞɘ ŬɟɢɎɔɔŮɚɞɘ ɀɘɢŬɐɚ əŬɘ ũŬɓɟɘɐɚ. ɇɞɜ ɀɘɢŬɐɚ ůɡɜŬɜŰɎɛŮ ůŰɖɜ ɄŬɚŬɘɎ ȹɘŬɗɐəɖ. 
Ʉ.ɢ. ɧŰŬɜ ɧ ȷɓɟŬɎɛ ɛɏɚɚŮɘ ɜŬ ɗɡůɘɎůŮɘ Űɞɜ ȽůŬɎə, ůŰɞɜ Ƚɖůɞɨ Űɞɡ ɁŬɡɐ, ůŰɞɜ ȼɚɑŬ əŬɘ Ɏɚɚɞɡ. ɇɞɜ ũŬɓɟɘɐɚ 
ůɡɜŬɜŰɎɛŮ ůŰɖɜ ȾŬɘɜɐ ȹɘŬɗɐəɖ, ɧˊɤɠ ůŰɞɜ ȺɡŬɔɔŮɚɘůɛɧ Űɖɠ ŪŮɞŰɧəɞɡ əŬɘ Ɏɚɚɞɡ. ɆŰɖɜ ɛɜɐɛɖ, ɚɞɘˊɧɜ, Űɤɜ 
ŬˊɞůŰɞɚɩɜ əŬɘ Űɞɡ ɏɟɔɞɡ ˊɞɨ ŮˊɘŰŮɚɞɨɜ ɞɘ ɎɔɔŮɚɞɘ, ɐ ȺəəɚɖůɑŬ ɛŬɠ ɧɟɘůŮ Űɖ ɔɘɞɟŰɐ Űɖɠ 8ɖɠ ɁɞŮɛɓɟɑɞɡ.  

 
Nektarius the Wonderworker, Metropolitan of Pentapolis 

 

Saint Nektarius was born in Selyvria of Thrace on October 1, 1846. After putting himself through 
school in Constantinople with much hard labour, he became a monk on Chios in 1876, receiving 
the monastic name of Lazarus; because of his virtue, a year later he was ordained deacon, receiv-
ing the new name of Nektarius. Under the patronage of Patriarch Sophronius of Alexandria, 
Nektarius went to Athens to study in 1882; completing his theological studies in 1885, he went to 
Alexandria, where Patriarch Sophronius ordained him priest on March 23, 1886 in the Cathedral 
of Saint Sabbas, and in August of the same year, in the Church of Saint Nicholas in Cairo, made 
him Archimandrite. Archimandrite Nektarius showed much zeal both for preaching the word of 

God, and for the beauty of God's house. He greatly beautified the Church of Saint Nicholas in Cairo, and years 
later, when Nektarius was in Athens, Saint Nicholas appeared to him in a dream, embracing him and telling him 
he was going to exalt him very high.  On January 15, 1889, in the same Church of Saint Nicholas, Nektarius was 
consecrated Metropolitan of the Pentapolis in eastern Libya, which was under the jurisdiction of Alexandria. 
Although Nektarius' swift ascent through the degrees of ecclesiastical office did not affect his modesty and 
childlike innocence, it aroused the envy of lesser men, who convinced the elderly Sophronius that Nektarius had 
it in his heart to become Patriarch. Since the people loved Nektarius, the Patriarch was troubled by the slanders. 

SAINTS AND FEASTS 
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On May 3, 1890, Sophronius relieved Metropolitan Nektarius of his duties; in July of the same year, he com-
manded Nektarius to leave Egypt. 
Without seeking to avenge or even to defend himself, the innocent Metropolitan left for Athens, where he found 
that accusations of immorality had arrived before him. Because his good name had been soiled, he was unable to 
find a position worthy of a bishop, and in February of 1891 accepted the position of provincial preacher in Eu-
boia; then, in 1894, he was appointed dean of the Rizarios Ecclesiastical School in Athens. Through his eloquent 
sermons his unwearying labours to educate fitting men for the priesthood, his generous alms deeds despite his 
own poverty, and the holiness, meekness, and fatherly love that were manifest in him, he became a shining light 
and a spiritual guide to many. At the request of certain pious women, in 1904 he began the building of his con-
vent of the Holy Trinity on the island of Aegina while yet dean of the Rizarios School; finding later that his pres-
ence there was needed, he took up his residence on Aegina in 1908, where he spent the last years of his life, de-
voting himself to the direction of his convent and to very intense prayer; he was sometimes seen lifted above the 
ground while rapt in prayer. He became the protector of all Aegina, through his prayers delivering the island 
from drought, healing the sick, and casting out demons. Here also he endured wicked slanders with singular pa-
tience, forgiving his false accusers and not seeking to avenge himself. Although he had already worked wonders 
in life, an innumerable multitude of miracles have been wrought after his repose in 1920 through his holy relics, 
which for many years remained incorrupt. There is hardly a malady that has not been cured through his prayers; 
but Saint Nektarius is especially renowned for his healings of cancer for sufferers in all parts of the world. 

 
Ƀ ȷũȽɃɆ ɁȺȾɇȷɅȽɃɆ ɀɖŰɟɞˊɞɚɑŰɖɠ ɄŮɜŰŬˊɧɚŮɤɠ  

 

ȷɘɔɨˊŰɞɡ ũŮɜɜɐɗɖəŮ ůŰɘɠ 1 'ɃəŰɤɓɟɑɞɡ Űɞɡ 1846 ůŰɖ ɆɖɚɡɓɟɑŬ Űɖɠ ŪɟɎəɖɠ Ŭˊɧ Űɞɜ ȹɐɛɞ əŬɘ 
Űɖ ȸŬůɘɚɘəɐ ȾŮűɎɚŬ əŬɘ ɐŰŬɜ Űɞ ˊɏɛˊŰɞ Ŭˊɧ ŰŬ ɏɝɘ ˊŬɘŭɘɎ Űɞɡɠ. ɇɞ əɞůɛɘəɧ Űɞɡ ɧɜɞɛŬ ɐŰŬɜ 
ȷɜŬůŰɎůɘɞɠ. ɀɘəɟɧɠ, 14 ŮŰɩɜ, ˊɐɔŮ ůŰɖɜ ȾɤɜůŰŬɜŰɘɜɞɨˊɞɚɖ, ɧˊɞɡ ŮɟɔɎůŰɖəŮ ɤɠ ɡˊɎɚɚɖɚɞɠ 
əŬɘ əŬŰɧˊɘɜ ɤɠ ˊŬɘŭɞɜɧɛɞɠ ůŰɞ ůɢɞɚŮɑɞ Űɞɡ ɀŮŰɞɢɑɞɡ Űɞɡ ɄŬɜŬɔɑɞɡ ɇɎűɞɡ. ȾŬŰɧˊɘɜ ˊɐɔŮ ůŰɖ 
ɉɑɞ, ɧˊɞɡ, Ŭˊɧ Űɞ 1866 ɛɏɢɟɘ Űɞ 1876 ɢɟɖɛɎŰɘůŮ ŭɖɛɞŭɘŭɎůəŬɚɞɠ ůŰɞ ɢɤɟɘɧ ȿɑɗŮɘɞ. ɇɞ 1876 
ɏəɎɟɖ ɛɞɜŬɢɧɠ ůŰɖ ɁɏŬ ɀɞɜɐ ɉɑɞɡ ɛŮ Űɞ ɧɜɞɛŬ ȿɎɕŬɟɞɠ əŬɘ ůŰɘɠ 15 ȽŬɜɞɡŬɟɑɞɡ 1877 
ɢŮɘɟɞŰɞɜɐɗɖəŮ ŭɘɎəɞɜɞɠ, ɞɜɞɛŬůɗŮɑɠ ɁŮəŰɎɟɘɞɠ, Ŭˊɧ Űɞɜ ɀɖŰɟɞˊɞɚɑŰɖ ɉɑɞɡ ũɟɖɔɧɟɘɞ (1860-
1877), əŬɘ ŬɜɏɚŬɓŮ Űɖ ũɟŬɛɛŬŰŮɑŬ Űɖɠ ɀɖŰɟɞˊɧɚŮɤɠ. ɇɞ 1881 ɐɚɗŮ ůŰɖɜ ȷɗɐɜŬ, ɧˊɞɡ ɛŮ ɏɝɞŭŬ 

Űɞɡ ɄŬŰɟɘɎɟɢɖ ȷɚŮɝŬɜŭɟŮɑŬɠ Ɇɤűɟɞɜɑɞɡ ȹ' (1870-1899), ůˊɞɨŭŬůŮ ŪŮɞɚɞɔɑŬ əŬɘ ˊɐɟŮ Űɞ ˊŰɡɢɑɞ Űɞɡ Űɞ 1885. 
ȰˊŮɘŰŬ, ɧ ɑŭɘɞɠ ˊɟɞŬɜŬűŮɟɧɛŮɜɞɠ ɄŬŰɟɘɎɟɢɖɠ, Űɞɜ ɢŮɘɟɞŰɧɜɖůŮ Űɞ 1886 ˊɟŮůɓɨŰŮɟɞ əŬɘ Űɞɡ ɏŭɤůŮ ŰŬ 
əŬɗɐəɞɜŰŬ Űɞɡ ɔɟŬɛɛŬŰɏŬ əŬɘ ȽŮɟɞəɐɟɡəŬ Űɞɡ ɄŬŰɟɘŬɟɢŮɑɞɡ ȷɚŮɝŬɜŭɟŮɑŬɠ. ȹɘŮŰɏɚŮůŮ Ůˊɑůɖɠ ˊŬŰɟɘŬɟɢɘəɧɠ 
ŮˊɑŰɟɞˊɞɠ ůŰɞ ȾɎɘɟɞ. ɆŰɘɠ 15 ȽŬɜɞɡŬɟɑɞɡ 1889, ɢŮɘɟɞŰɞɜɐɗɖəŮ ɀɖŰɟɞˊɞɚɑŰɖɠ ɄŮɜŰŬˊɧɚŮɤɠ. ȱ ŭɟɎůɖ Űɞɡ ɤɠ 
ɀɖŰɟɞˊɞɚɑŰɞɡ ɐŰŬɜ əŬŰŬˊɚɖəŰɘəɐ əŬɘ ɏɜŮəŬ ŬɡŰɞɨ ɐŰŬɜ ɓŬůɘəɧɠ ɡˊɞɣɐűɘɞɠ Űɞɡ ˊŬŰɟɘŬɟɢɘəɞɨ ɗɟɧɜɞɡ 
ȷɚŮɝŬɜŭɟŮɑŬɠ. ȿɧɔɤ ɧɛɤɠ űɗɞɜŮɟɩɜ ŮɘůɖɔɐůŮɤɜ (Ŭɘůɢɟɩɜ ůɡəɞűŬɜŰɘɩɜ), ˊɟɞɠ Űɞɜ ɄŬŰɟɘɎɟɢɖ Ɇɤűɟɧɜɘɞ, ɧ 
ŰŬˊŮɘɜɧűɟɤɜ ɁŮəŰɎɟɘɞɠ, ɔɘŬ ɜŬ ɛɖ ɚɡˊɐůŮɘ Űɞɜ ɔɏɟɞɜŰŬ ɄŬŰɟɘɎɟɢɖ, ŮˊɏůŰɟŮɣŮ ůŰɖɜ ȺɚɚɎŭŬ (1889). ȹɘŮŰɏɚŮůŮ 
ȽŮɟɞəɐɟɡəŬɠ (ȺɡɓɞɑŬɠ) (1891-1893), ūɗɘɩŰɘŭɞɠ əŬɘ ūɤəɑŭŬɠ (1893-1894) əŬɘ ŭɘŮɡɗɡɜŰɐɠ Űɖɠ ɅɘɕŬɟŮɑɞɡ 
ȺəəɚɖůɘŬůŰɘəɐɠ Ɇɢɞɚɐɠ ůŰɖɜ ȷɗɐɜŬ (1894-1904). ɀŮŰɎ Űɞɜ ɗɎɜŬŰɞ Űɞɡ ɄŬŰɟɘɎɟɢɖ ȷɚŮɝŬɜŭɟŮɑŬɠ Ɇɤűɟɞɜɑɞɡ 
(1899), ɧ ɁŮəŰɎɟɘɞɠ Ůəɚɐɗɖ ɜŬ Űɞɜ ŭɘŬŭŮɢɗŮɑ, Ŭɚɚ' ɧ ȯɔɘɞɠ ŬɟɜɐɗɖəŮ. ɆŰŬ əɖɟɨɔɛŬŰŬ Űɞɡ, ˊɚɐɗɞɠ ɚŬɞɨ 
ɛŬɕŮɡɧŰŬɜ, ɔɘŬ ɜŬ "ɟɞɡűɐɝŮɘ" Űɞ ɜɏəŰŬɟ Űɤɜ ȽŮɟɩɜ ɚɧɔɤɜ Űɞɡ. ɇɞ 1904 'ɑŭɟɡůŮ ɔɡɜŬɘəŮɑŬ ɀɞɜɐ ůŰɖɜ ȷɑɔɘɜŬ, 
Űɖɠ ɞˊɞɑŬɠ ŬɜɏɚŬɓŮ ˊɟɞůɤˊɘəɎ Űɖ ŭɘɞɑəɖůɖ, Ŭűɞɨ ɏɔəŬŰŬɓɑɤůŮ ŮəŮɑ Űɞ 1908, ɛŮŰɎ Űɖɜ ˊŬɟŬɑŰɖůɖ Űɞɡ Ŭˊɧ Űɖ 
ɅɘɕɎɟŮɘɞ Ɇɢɞɚɐ. ȰɔɟŬɣŮ ŬɟəŮŰɎ ůɡɔɔɟɎɛɛŬŰŬ, əɡɟɑɤɠ ɓɞɖɗɖŰɘəɎ Űɞɡ ɗŮɑɞɡ əɖɟɨɔɛŬŰɞɠ. ȱ ŰŬˊŮɘɜɞűɟɞůɨɜɖ 
Űɞɡ əŬɘ ɐ űɘɚŬɜɗɟɤˊɑŬ Űɞɡ ɡˊɐɟɝŬɜ ˊŬɟɞɘɛɘɩŭŮɘɠ. ɄɏɗŬɜŮ Űɞ ŬˊɧɔŮɡɛŬ Űɖɠ 8ɖɠ ɁɞŮɛɓɟɑɞɡ 1920. ɇɧůɖ ŭŮ ɐŰŬɜ 
ɐ ŬɔɘɧŰɖŰŬ Űɞɡ, ɩůŰŮ ŮˊŮŰɏɚŮůŮ ˊɞɚɚɎ ɗŬɨɛŬŰŬ, ˊɟɘɜ ŬɚɚɎ əŬɘ ɛŮŰɎ Űɞɜ ɗɎɜŬŰɞ Űɞɡ. ȺɜŰŬűɘɎůŰɖəŮ ůŰɖɜ Ȳ. 
ɀɞɜɐ ȷɔ. ɇɟɘɎŭɞɠ ůŰɖɜ ȷɑɔɘɜŬ. ȱ ɎɜŬəɞɛɘŭɐ Űɤɜ ȽŮɟɩɜ ɚŮɘɣɎɜɤɜ Űɞɡ ɏɔɘɜŮ ůŰɘɠ 3 ɆŮˊŰŮɛɓɟɑɞɡ Űɞɡ 1953 əŬɘ 
ůŰɘɠ 20 ȷˊɟɘɚɑɞɡ Űɞɡ 1961 ɛŮ ɄɟɎɝɖ Űɞɡ ɃɘəɞɡɛŮɜɘəɞɨ ɄŬŰɟɘŬɟɢŮɑɞɡ, ŭɘŬəɖɟɨɢŰɖəŮ ȯɔɘɞɠ Űɖɠ 'Ƀɟɗɧŭɞɝɖɠ 
ȺəəɚɖůɑŬɠ.  ȷˊɞɚɡŰɑəɘɞ. ȱɢɞɠ Ŭ'. ɇɖɠ Ůɟɐɛɞɡ ˊɞɚɑŰɖɠ.  ɆɖɚɡɓɟɑŬɠ Űɞɜ ɔɧɜɞɜ əŬɘ ȷɑɔɑɜɖɠ Űɞɜ ɏűɞɟɞɜ, Űɞɜ 
ɏůɢɎŰɞɘɠ ɢɟɧɜɞɘɠ űŬɜɏɜŰŬ, ŬɟŮŰɐɠ űɑɚɞɜ ɔɜɐůɘɞɜ, ɁŮəŰɎɟɘɞɜ ŰɘɛɐůɤɛŮɜ ˊɘůŰɞɑ, ɤɠ ɏɜɗŮɞɜ ɗŮɟɎˊɞɜŰŬ ɉɟɘůŰɞɨĿ 
ŬɜŬɓɚɨɕŮɘ ɔŬɟ ɘɎůŮɘɠ ˊŬɜŰɞŭŬˊɎɠ, Űɞɘɠ ŮɨɚŬɓɩɠ əɟŬɡɔɎɕɞɡůɘ' ŭɧɝŬ Űɤ ůŮ ŭɞɝɎɞŬɜŰɘ ɉɟɘůŰɩ, ŭɧɝŬ Űɤ ůŮ 
ɗŬɡɛŬůŰɩůŬɜŰɘ, ŭɧɝŬ Űɤ ɏɜŮɟɔɞɨɜŰɘ ŭɘŬ ůɞɡ, ˊɎůɘɜ ȽɎɛŬŰŬ. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

SAINTS AND FEASTS 
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A Litany to St. Michael 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chief Captain of the Angels, pray for us 

Angel of fiery appearance, pray for us 

Angel of miraculous beauty, pray for us 

First-formed star of the world, pray for us 

Traverser of Creation, pray for us 

Fulfiller of the Creatorôs commands, pray for us 

Mighty and powerful, pray for us 

Minister, spirit, and flaming fire, pray for us 

Leader of the thrice-holy hymn, pray for us 

Greatest of Archangels, pray for us Commander of the heavenly powers, pray for us 

Protector from assaults of the devil, pray for us 

Purity of thought, pray for us 

Minister of glory, pray for us 

In robes white as light, pray for us 

Kindling the fire of God upon earth, pray for us 

Bestower of enlightenment, pray for us 

Singer of the victory hymn, pray for us 

Illuminator of our way, pray for us 

First in boldness, pray for us 

Witness of the mysteries of God, pray for us 

Witness of inexpressible things, pray for us 

Who attends the counsels of the Trinity, pray for us 

Who fulfills the judgements of the Trinity, pray for us 

Minister of divine radiance, pray for us 

Deliverer from oppression, pray for us 

Deliverer from sorrow, pray for us 



 

11 

Deliverer from sickness, pray for us 

Deliverer from sin, pray for us 

First of the Angels, pray for us 

Watcher and keeper of the human race, pray for us 

Who crushed the proud head of Lucifer, pray for us 

Who bound him in shame forever, pray for us 

Firm rampart and shield indestructible, pray for us 

Who guards us with a sword of lightning, pray for us 

Wise counsellor, pray for us 

Companion of all Christians, pray for us 

Bringer of enlightenment, pray for us 

Bringer of strength, pray for us 

Bringer of joy, pray for us 

Bringer of peace, pray for us 

Bringer of consolation, pray for us 

Leader and fellow-fighter in battle, pray for us 

Enlightener of those in doubt and perplexity, pray for us 

Deliverer from false attacks, pray for us 

Mighty rampart of Godôs Holy Church, pray for us 

Whom God sends to serve his people, pray for us 

Who subdues the tumultuous elements, pray for us 

Who dispels evil intentions, pray for us  

Who brings the cruel to justice, pray for us 

Who brings unbelievers to truth, pray for us 

Deliverer from distress and mishap, pray for us 

Deliverer from sins and evil habits, pray for us 

Strength of Christians who suffer and struggle, pray for us 

Who clothes the weak in the armor of faith, pray for us 

Who raises Godôs humble servants to heights of power, pray for us 

Who will cast sinners like tares into the lake of fire, pray for us 

Who will lead the righteous to mansions of our Father, pray for us 

 

St Michael, illumine our minds with the light of God that shines upon your lightning-like brow. 

You show to all who fight against us that God and His holy Angels are with us.  Pray that we 

receive the spirit of true repentance. At the hour of death, lead us to the habitations of Paradise, 

where there is neither sadness nor sighing, but life without end, where we may see the light-

filled face of our all-good Lord and Master, and falling at his feet with tears, cry out in joy and 

gladness: 

Glory to You, our dear Redeemer,  

who in your great love sent us your Angel Michael as a minister of our salvation. 
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Miracle on Hope Street 
8 November 2016 

 

The floors have just been shined, and the little white church dedicated to Archangel Michael in Tarpon Springs is 

about to get a new front door.  Archangel Michaelôs Church in Tarpon Springs, FL. 

 

As preparations are being made for hundreds of visitors, Stavroula Pololos of Montreal is sitting 

in one of the pews, flipping through a scrapbook of newspaper clippings and handwritten ac-

counts detailing miracles that have happened here. ñMy prayer is that I donôt want to get sick 

again, I pray that he heals me and I donôt get sick again,ò she said, looking up at the icon of 

Archangel Michael. Pololos first learned of the shrine in September, after completing 18 rounds 

of chemotherapy to treat ovarian cancer that came back for the second time. 

 

According to the Orthodox Christian faith, Archangel Michael is the highest ranking angel, 

believed to defend mankind from danger, and is commemorated every year on November 

8. The shrine is evidence of that faith, built after Goldie Parrôs (then) 11-year-old brother Steve 

Tsalickis, was cured of a terminal brain tumor in 1939. 

ñHe asked to hold a small icon of Archangel Michael that my mother had gotten from her is-

land of Symi,ò she said, adding that her brother was confined to a hospital bed, and given two weeks to live by a 

team of doctors at St. Josephs Hospital in Tampa. 

ñAs soon as she gave it to him, he put the icon on his chest and he started mumbling, and my mother thought that 

would be the end- but Archangel Michael came to him and brought him to where itôs built right now- we had an 

empty lot to build a house, and he said, óSteve, I will make you well if you promise to build a shrine for me here,ôò 

she said. 

Steve was cured of his tumor, and Parrôs family was obedient to the 11-year-oldôs vision, building the shrine to 

house the small icon of Archangel Michael. According to Parr, Abbot Chrysanthos Maroulakis gave her mother 

the icon during a visit to The Panormitis in 1937, a centuries-old monastery located off the coast of Greece, built 

by the Symian people in honor of their islandôs protector, Archangel Michael. 

 

Newspaper Article after Tarpon Springs Miracle in 1939ééé. 

A Visit to The Panormitis: Symi, GreeceðñHere we become witnesses of the living 

faith of the people,ò said Georgios Petropoulos, theologian and author of the book, History 

and Miracles of the Panormitis. Petropoulos says 8,000 pilgrims from all over Greece will 

come to celebrate the feast day of Archangel Michael this weekend. 

 

Panormitis Bay in Symi, Greeceé-ñYou see people that come on their knees from the 

ship all the way to the icon inside, in order to offer their prayers and their supplications 

to the Archangel; to either ask for a request, a favor, or to offer thanks for that which 

has already been given to them,ò he said.  The 17th century church, located in the center 

of the monasteryôs courtyard, is filled with ñtamataò or offer-

ings of oil lanterns and gold, much of which has been pinned in 

front of a 2-meter high silver-leafed icon of the Panormiti.  
 

The Icon of Archangel Michael from Panormitis Monastery in Symi, Greece 

ñI think it takes something to knock you over, to shock you to sort of start believing,ò said 

Manuel Lykopandis of Australia, who credits the Panormiti for his decision to become a 

Greek Orthodox priest. Lykopandis says about twenty years ago, when he was doubting 
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the existence of God, he wrote a letter to the Panormiti, placed it in a glass bottle along with a donation, and threw 

it into Apollo Bay in southwestern Victoria. 

ñI forgot about it, to be quite honest,ò said Lykopandis, who went on to say that two years later, he received a re-

ceipt on monastery letterhead, thanking him for the donation that washed ashore. 

ñFrom that making itôs way to the Panormiti was the biggest miracle for me, where my faith just grew, and I start-

ed to believe there was something eternal,ò he said. What Lykopandis experienced is a recurring miracle unique to 

this monastery, according to Petropoulos. 

ñThere are people nowadays as well as in the past, who couldnôt come here for some reason, so they would 

send through the waves of the sea a small bottle with a note or a letter in which they would write the problem 

that either they themselves were having or that of their loved ones, and many times there is money inside these 

bottles, even jewelry, which they would send with this uncertain way to the Archangel,ò he said. Dozens of these 

bottles from all over the world are now on display inside a museum at the monastery. 

 

Bottles: Offerings made to Panormitis Monastery by Sea 

 

The Perceived Will of Archangel Michael 
The exact date of the founding of the monastery is unknown, but frescoes inside the 

church and the silver plating on the icon of the Panormiti date back to the 

1700s. Petropoulos points to tradition that tells of a pious woman named Maria, who 

found a small icon of Archangel Michael on land she owned near the monastery. 

After bringing the icon into her home in Symi, it miraculously returned back to the 

exact same place where it was discovered, according to Petropoulos. ñThe woman 

along with the clergy and the people of the island perceived the will of the Archangel and they built the first small 

church where they placed the icon of Archangel Michael,ò he said. 

 

Watching the Passing of Miracles 
The shrine in Tarpon Springs is located on Hope Street, and many believe it too was the will of Archangel Mi-

chael, revealed through an 11-year-old boy. Steve Tsalickis would become a high school guidance counselor and 

business owner before passing away in 2007 at the age of 78. 

 

The Shrine of Archangel Michael Taxiarchis, Tarpon Springs, FL. 

ñIôm glad that Iôm here to take care of it, and maybe God will give me a couple 

more years,ò said Parr, who spends most of her time greeting visitors and re-

sponding to letters from all over the United States. Parr has been around long 

enough to know that not every prayer is answered, but she says, thatôs part of 

the mystery. 

 

 
 

Anthony Miceli, 3 years old and battling cancer, receives blessing on Archangel 

Michaelôs Feast Day 

ñA lot of people come, and they kneel and they pray, and you see them cryingé 

I think thatôs wonderful ï thereôs still faith, thereôs still hope,ò she said.  

Pololos says her faith is her medicine, and a gift she hopes Archangel Michael 

will continue blessing. ñI feel when I pray, I feel Godôs always with me- all hard-

ships with the cancer, itôs my faith thatôs made me strong,ò she said. 

 

Source: http://myocn.net/ 


